Rapid response to inhaled frusemide in severe acute asthma with hypercapnia.
We report 7 patients with severe acute asthma unresponsive to standard medication, including sympathomimetic agents, aminophylline and corticosteroids, who responded to inhaled frusemide. All were hypercapneic with a mean PaCO2 of 7.7 kPa (57.7 mm Hg) [range 6.2-8.8 kPa (46.2-66.3 mm Hg)]. Following nebulization of 20 mg frusemide, clinical response was rapid, and the mean PaCO2 fell significantly to 5.4 kPa (40.6 mm Hg) [range 5.0-6.2 kPa (37.5-46.5 mm Hg)] within 20-60 min. No adverse effect was recognized. Inhaled frusemide should be considered for treatment of acute asthma refractory to conventional therapy.